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THE CALLING

WALK TO EMMAUS 2024

God loves you. Simple statement. So true. One of the ways I learned how much God
loves me was by attending the Walk to Emmaus at Cross Point camp. This 72 hour
experience is unlike any other and is a once in a lifetime retreat. It is a weekend away
with God and a time for building and renewal of faith.

I came away from the weekend refreshed, excited about what God is doing in my life
and so full of joy.I was overwhelmed by how much God loves me. I was reminded of
many basic Christian principles and learned some new things about God and His grace.

Let me tell you a little about the weekends. Men and women attend different
(consecutive) weekends. It begins Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. and runs through Sunday
afternoon. (You can go to work Thursday but would need to take off work on Friday.)
The weekend is a time to unplug from everyday life – from our phones, emails,
watches/clocks, everything about your regular schedule – and spend time with God and
fellow Christians in a beautiful setting on Lake Texoma. 

The messages of the weekend are presented in a series of 15 talks about grace,
discipleship, and being the body of Christ. There is time for reflection and discussion.  
Food is provided – GREAT food – and there is time for fellowship. The entire weekend is
wrapped in prayer by many people who have previously attended a walk.

The Walk to Emmaus develops Christian disciples and leaders by inspiring, challenging
and equipping active adult church members for Christian action in their homes,
churches, workplaces and communities. It also benefits less active church members
who are seeking to renew a relationship with God, grow spiritually, or discover firmer
foundations for their lives. The Walk to Emmaus is a tool that God uses to walk along 



side us and reveal Himself to us as Jesus did with the two men on the road to Emmaus
in Luke 24.  

The deadline to sign up for the Spring 2024 walks is March 15. Men’s walk #115 will be
held April 18-21 and Women’s walk #116 is April 25-28. The cost is $280 per person and
includes lodging, meals and retreat supplies. (It was the BEST money I’ve ever spent.)
Don’t let the cost keep you away…First Methodist Ardmore is committed to folks
attending and offers assistance with the fee. Your sponsor will help work this out with
the church staff.

Each person going on the walk has a sponsor who has already attended and the
sponsor is responsible for helping you to get the application filled out and turned in
with a deposit (half the fee). Your pastor must sign your application and I know they will
be excited for you to attend. Two of our pastors have attended the Walk to Emmaus
and been active with the Cross Point Emmaus community. (They will be GLAD to sign
your application.)

What do you need to go on the walk besides a sponsor? Comfortable clothes, closed
toed shoes for walking around camp, twin size bedding, towel and wash cloth,
toiletries, your Bible and a pen.

This retreat is for folks over 18 who love God. You can just be getting to know Him or be
a long time Christian. God speaks and works in amazing ways on the Walk to Emmaus
and I’d like to invite you to experience it for yourself ONLY if you want to be refreshed
and know what God wants for you. Believe me, He shows up at this retreat and you will
know it personally. God has a plan for each of us and those who go on the walk see
what God has for them.

I went on Cross Point Emmaus Walk #58 in the Spring of 2005. I have been active with
the Walks since that time and I currently serve on the Emmaus board. I believe in this
ministry as a tool for learning/knowing who we are in Christ and drawing closer to Him.

If you want more information or have any questions but you don’t know someone who
has been on the Walk, please contact me, Melissa Grace, at 580-465-9040 or one of our
pastors. 

Melissa Grace
Assistant Community Lay Director
Crosspoint Walk to Emmaus



Baptisms

BAPTISM AND 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY

infant Dedications

Baptism
Remembrance

New Members

Brighton Snell
Bronwyn Snell

Leah Tibbits

Beau Blankenship
Elijah Pulis
Ari Sharp

Malachi Wilson

Michelle Barber
Kurt Wickersheim

Brendan, Nicole, Camden & Kennedy Atencio
Larry Darter & Garrett Darter
Christopher Fowler
Roger & Sandy Hammerstrom
Dr. Hayden & Lisa Henry
Lori & Roger Hoke
Dillon Lambert & Autumn McCarthy
Bob and Melodye McLeroy
Trey Millard (Lukas, Kasen & Graham)
Jesse & Amber Moss & Adlee Duke

Linda Potts
Trevor, Jackie, Eli & Carson Potts
Meredith Saunders
Ari Sharp
Aaron, Sonja, Benjamin & Leah Tibbits
Philip, Kayla, Emmie & Lilian Tweedy
Jana Weichbrodt
Kurt Wickersheim



March 7 - Experiencing God Study - 12-1 pm CMC 116

Holy Week March 25 - 27
Noon services with guest speakers,
a brief worship experience and an
optional light lunch for purchase.

Held in the Colvert Ministry Center
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Seder Meal March 28
Celebrate a Passover meal like

Jesus did in the Colvert Ministry
Center at 6 pm.

Good Friday March 29
Noon service in the Sanctuary

Staff SpotlightStaff Spotlight

Becca Glaser
Traditional Music Director

Member at FMC for 22 years

Started working at FMC in July 2021

Becca and her husband, Lance, have 3
children: Matt, Maile and David

I feel so blessed that God has given me the
opportunity to do what I love for a living. I
give Him all the glory and am thankful to

worship with my church family every Sunday.



MARCH EVENTS

March 10 - Kairos Cookie Sign ups - 10:30a - 12:30p 
                  Welcome Center

March 15 - Uganda Mission Team Leaves
                  Friendly Neighbors 10:30 am - 1 pm CMC

March 25 - 27 - Holy Week Lunch 11 am CMC

March 21 - Experiencing God Study - 12-1 pm CMC 116

The Season of Lent
February 14 - March 31

Easter Egg Hunt March 30
10 am at Living Fulfilled Farms

5919 Myall Rd.

Palm Sunday March 24
Our annual Palm Procession for all

the children to participate.
Traditional worship service at 9 am

and the Epic service at 11:05 am.

Easter Services March 31
9 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary

11:05 am EPIC Worship - Sanctuary

Follow us on Facebook to keep
up with events and

announcements:

First Methodist Church Ardmore

March 13 - Preschool Enrollment (members only) 9 am - 1 pm 
                  Welcome Center
                  Mid-Week 5:30 - 7 pm CMC

March 14 - Experiencing God Study - 12-1 pm CMC 116

March 27 - Experiencing God Study - 12-1 pm CMC 116

Follow our Kids and Youth on

_fmckids
fmcardmoreyouth

Holy Week March 25 - 27
Noon services with guest speakers,
a brief worship experience and an
optional light lunch for purchase.

Held in the Colvert Ministry Center
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Seder Meal March 28
Celebrate a Passover meal like

Jesus did in the Colvert Ministry
Center at 6 pm.

Good Friday March 29
Noon service in the Sanctuary

March 29 - Good Friday Service - 12 pm Sanctuary

March 28 - Seder Meal - 6 pm Colvert Ministry Center

March 30 - Easter Egg Hunt - 10 am Living Fulfilled Farms

March 31 - Easter

April 1 - Church Closed



HOLY WEEK LUNCHES

Taylor Rauschkolb was born and raised in

Ardmore, and it was at this church where she
learned to love Jesus, his church, and his
scriptures. Taylor attends Crossings
Community Church in Oklahoma City where
she leads and teaches in both young adult
and women’s ministry. Her Bible study and
devotional curriculum has been enjoyed
worldwide through her work with Illustrated
Faith. She and her husband, Andy, have five
awesome kids, ranging in age from 7 to 16.

Lyle Shipley grew up on a diversified family farm in North Central Kansas. His
family was best known for their purebred Hampshire breeding stock locally and
nationally. Lyle has his BS from Kansas State University in Animal Science
specializing in Animal Genetics. He married Pennie in 1982. They have 3 children, 1
son and 2 daughters, and 3 grandchildren.

Lyle was called into ministry in 1995, serving 1 year as a lay pastor before moving
to Oklahoma to attend Phillips Theological School in Enid, OK where he received
his M.Div. in 1999. He served Aline and Cleo Springs United Methodist churches
before being appointed to serve at Ponca City Asbury and Kaw City UMC's. From
2009-2010, Lyle served as the CEO/President of Hinton Rural Life Center in
Hayesville, NC, a UMC jurisdictional mission agency. Pennie and Lyle returned to
Oklahoma in 2011 to serve at Coalgate and Clarita UMC's, both now members of
the Global Methodist Church.

Lyle's call to ministry is to rural ministry believing that even the smallest of
churches deserve the best in pastoral leadership. He has served on numerous
boards and committees on the conference and district level. He is serving now on
the Heartland GMC Board of Ordained Ministry. His passion is to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus in word and action.

Derek Crawford is the Director of Missions for
the Enon Baptist Association. At Enon, Derek
serves as a resource to over 30 Baptist churches
in South-central Oklahoma, working directly with
pastors and congregations. A native of
Northeastern Oklahoma, Derek has lived in
Ardmore for the past 12 years. Before he arrived
at Enon, Derek was the pastor at Mary Niblack
Road Baptist Church. Derek’s wife, Charli, is a
softball coach and professor at Murray State
College. They have three sons: Braiden, Scout,
and Sawyer.

MondayMondayMonday
March 25March 25March 25

WednesdayWednesdayWednesday
March 27March 27March 27

TuesdayTuesdayTuesday
March 26March 26March 26



We want to thank our church family for hearing the call for spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ
around the world for 2024. We had over $146,000 pledged and several checks already given to
fulfill their 2024 Faith Promise pledge. Let us continue to pray for God to follow through on His
part as He provides the money that people promised through this time. If you have God stories
about your Faith Promise Pledge I would love to share a few of them with you, the church family,
so you hear about God's faithfulness throughout the year! Please feel free to call me for a time we
can sit down together. 

Our GO (Global Outreach) team will be meeting this coming week to see how God wants us to use
our funding. Because of your generosity we are looking at 4 new mission partners to build
relationships with this year. This will be in addition to many we have partnered with in the past. 

Mission prayer request - Please keep Mike and Sharol Shutts in your prayers as they are still
adjusting to living in the USA after 28 years on the mission field. Mike is currently the
International Maintenance Training Manager which means he will travel to all 12 of the countries
MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) has airplanes flying. MAF uses aviation to get medical care,
educational opportunities, clean water, community development and the gospel of Jesus Christ
into countries that missionaries may have a hard time traveling into. Sharol works in the global
office of MAF in Idaho where they live now. 

Did you know we have a Prayer Heart Ministry in our church? By mid March they will have put
together 1,522 prayer hearts to be given away through a variety of ways. We are taking 600 hearts
to Uganda. If you are looking for a way to serve right here, and you love to sew, please contact
Jane Kucko or myself. Also, they are in need of 5 basic sewing machines. Maybe you have one
sitting around in a closet at home. 

We have a lot going in Mission for the month of March! Please be praying for our team heading to
Uganda March 15th through 26th. 

Rebecca Reed 
Missions Outreach Coordinator 
reed@ardmorefirst.org 
580-465-1540 

Missions Outreach Update

Mike and Sharol Shutts
Missionaries

mailto:reed@ardmorefirst.org


Gospel & Goodies
Guatemala Mission

Trip Fundraiser

What an amazing Gospel
and Goodies we had on

Sunday, March 3! Not only
did we have some
amazing food and

fellowship, but our cake
auction for the young
adult’s mission trip to

Guatemala in June was a
huge success. Once all of

the money from the
auction came in, we raised
just short of $5,000. God is
so good. Thank you all for
coming and participating

in a wonderful evening
benefitting this mission

trip. 

Becca and Kira



REPORT FROM THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE FOR THE MONTH OF

JANUARY 2024

Bright Beginnings
Enrollment

2024-2025

Bright Beginnings is a Christian
faith-based school for children,

ages 6 weeks old through 4
years old. We provide a loving
and safe atmosphere for our

students’ physical, emotional,
social, and spiritual well-being.

Keilan Atencio
Brynley Burson
Dominique Coursey
Lila Cumming
Luke Cumming
Jett Frankum
Jera Good

P L E A S E  B E  I N  P R A Y E R  F O R  O U R

C O N F I R M A T I O N  S T U D E N T S  

A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S

Marlie Good
Hadley Kamas
Jay Lodes
Rory McMillan
Boston Neher
Charleigh Scott
Weston Wittliff

                                       Budget            Actual
         
Receipts:                             $152.583.34       $113.907.26
Expenses:                            $152,150.02       $152,772.02
% of Apportionments       
Paid:                                     100%                  100%

After ending 2023 with a strong December, we
started a little slow and ended the month with a
budget deficit of $38,242.76. All of our bills and
apportionments are paid in full. We sincerely
appreciate the support of the congregation and
those who gave and continue to give in support of
the ministries of the Church.

Enrollment for church members
is March 13 from 9 am - 1 pm in
the Welcome Center. You must
be a member to come to
enrollment on this day.

Community open enrollment is
March 14 from 9 am - 1 pm in the
Welcome Center. The line starts
forming early!

Questions? Call Emily Hollon at
580-223-3672 or email her at
emily@ardmorefirst.org.

You may also stop by our Bright
Beginnings office using the west
building entrance anytime
between 8am- 5pm from 
Monday - Friday to pick up an
enrollment form or click here to
print the form.

https://www.ardmorefirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/20240227110952423.pdf


It has been an interesting month. Personally, as I dove into our Experiencing God study, I have been
connected at a deeper level than for quite some time. Intentionally setting aside time to meet with God
and reflect on how He is working in our lives has had an impact. Then spending time in the event at Co
Springs with Rebecca, David and Ginger, along with about 40 others from our Heartland Conference
tied in so well with what we have been studying. Working on my part of the Spiritual Gifts for
Wednesday Night, tag teaming with Amy Hopper on that, made me take a good look at some of my own
APEST model, Fruit and Gifts. Pretty amazing when instead of us reading scripture, we allow it to “read”
us! If you don’t know what the last sentence meant, then go look at the last 2 Wednesday night talks on
our website. I can’t wait for the next three sessions, “Equipping” to see how our Pastors see God leading
us.

I “lurk” on quite a few Methodist/Global Methodist and other religious FB groups. One conversation I
read with interest was about a Pastor who, in a city about 2x the size of ours and probably pretty similar
in a lot of demographics, was reflecting on the large number of people who were coming to visit their
church. He had done some informal surveys and was asking the questions of what someone was looking
for in a church. The Pastor was asking visitors, Pastors, and others what their observations and thoughts
were about the subject and came up with a list of the top reasons. I will post, but as you read them I
want you to ask yourself a couple questions. 1. Do you think these are the top reasons? If not, then what
would YOUR top questions be? 2. How are we doing as a church? Would you recommend us to a friend
or family member? Why/why not? Please give me your feedback. Reedp.rfp@gmail.com or 580-465-
4699.

1) Authority of Scripture (most)
2) Passionate Worship
3) Family Friendly/Hospitable Environment
4) Evangelism/Outreach/Mission Minded
5) Discipleship for All Ages
6) Spirit Filled
7) People Who Love God
       Wesleyan 
9) Committed to Prayer
10) Traditional/Liturgical
11) High Christology
12) Involved Laity
13) Diversity (Least)

Blessings and Peace,

Paul Reed

A Word From Your Lay Leader

mailto:Reedp.rfp@gmail.com


We understand that your time is precious, and we aim to make
volunteering with us as flexible and rewarding as possible. With
enough volunteers, we can establish a rotation that minimizes the
time commitment for everyone, allowing you to serve in a way that
fits your schedule. Whether it's on Sundays or during special events,
your contribution will make a significant difference.

In the heart of our community lies the spirit of welcoming, a fundamental value that mirrors the teachings of
Christ. It is with this spirit that we extend an invitation to you, our church members, to join our Hospitality
Team.  It’s a new year and we would love to have you on the team!

“SO THEN, AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD
TO EVERYONE, AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO ARE OF
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.” GALATIANS 6:10

We are looking for 5-10 enthusiastic new members to join our team.
If you enjoy meeting new people, have a heart for service, and wish
to make a positive impact within our church community, we would
love to have you. We have some amazing people on the team and if
you are looking for some more ways to meet people, join us!

How to Join
Interested in becoming a part of our Hospitality Team? Here’s how
you can join us in this fulfilling journey:

Express Your Interest: Simply let me know you're interested by
emailing me at ahays@ardmorefirst.org or come by the Welcome
Desk on Sundays and I’ll be there to answer questions and talk
about what we do. 
Training and Support: Don't worry if you're new to volunteering;
we provide all the necessary training and support. Plus
dedicated shirts/vests/cardigans. 

WHO CAN VOLUNTEER?

YOU ARE
WELCOME

HERE

MINIMAL TIME COMMITMENT

JOIN OUR HOSPITALITY TEAM: A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

This is not just about volunteering; it's about being the face of our church, the first warm welcome someone
receives, and the helpful guidance to those in need. It's about doing good to everyone, especially to our church
family, as we have been called to do.

We invite you to step forward, contribute your time and talents, and join us in making our church not just a
building, but a community where everyone feels valued and welcome.

In Christ’s Love,
Amy Hays
Hospitality Team Coordinator

Volunteering with the Hospitality Team is more than just a service; it's a chance to create a warm and
welcoming atmosphere for everyone who steps through our doors. Whether it's greeting guests at the entry,
guiding them to various events and Sunday School rooms, or simply being there to answer questions, your
role will be pivotal in making our church a home for all. Our church is growing, and with every new person
who comes in the door is an opportunity to help them find a church home. 

WHY VOLUNTEER?



Current Prayers Needed:         
                        
Dorothy Benson
Janey Culley
Peggy Harvey                                                                             
Davida Long
Mark Scott
Jennie Vanbuskirk                                                                     
                                            

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT

First Methodist Church Ardmore - ardmorefirst.org
or find us on Facebook at First Methodist Ardmore.

Global Methodist Church Heartland Conference
heartlandgmc.org

seedbed.com

Wake-Up Call Daily Devotional -

seedbed.com/wakeupcall/

firebrandmag.com

https://www.111project.org/

WELCOME
Lincoln Crew hays

Son  of 
Ashton and Mayson Hays

Grandson of 
Brian and Amy Hays

AND

Kyler King-Alvizo
Son of

Kiana King and Dylan Alvizo
Grandson of

Chris and Missy Eakin
Great Grandson of

Mark & Cathy Melton

David Daniel, Senior Pastor 

John Hollon, Associate pastor 

Kira Calhoun-Wilson,

Associate pastor

Sunday Services

9 am Traditional

10 am Sunday School

11:05 am EPIC

Prayer Chain
Lisa & Lenny Frank
(580) 465-7515
frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com

Wadell & Sheila Altom
(580) 223-7272

501 W. Main
Ardmore, OK 73401
(580) 223-5390
ardmorefirst.org

Televised at 11 am on
Sparklight Channel 56

Broadcast at 9 am on KVSO
1240 AM and 107.5 FM
Live Stream online and Roku

Ongoing Prayers Needed:       
                        
Mary Lou Bacon
Greg Lohden
Susan Mertes
Dana Murrah
Pat Padberg
Cleta Phillips                               
Penny Wells
                                            

 

https://www.ardmorefirst.org/
https://heartlandgmc.org/
https://seedbed.com/
https://seedbed.com/wakeupcall/
https://firebrandmag.com/
https://www.ardmorefirst.org/
https://www.ardmorefirst.org/livestream/

